HLA-DR locus and maternal-foetal relation.
Antigen HLA-A, B sharing couples have been previously observed in abnormal pregnancies of unknown etiology. We have determined the HLA-A, B, C and DR antigens of 20 couples with recurrent spontaneous abortions (RSAs), 32 control couples and 100 normal controls. The results showed that in couples with more than two idiopathic repeated abortions, there is no significant increase in the HLA antigen sharing couples. But we were able to observe, in the affected couples, a significant increase in HLA-DR antigen sharing as regards the control couples. We also find a significant increase in the DR5 antigen, in both wives and husbands, in couples with repeated abortions of unknown etiology as previously described for the Dw5 antigen.